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hadn't either wet his pants or taken a dump while in his death throes. Sometimes, during a comparatively slow death like strangulation, the victim lost control of all bodily

functions. He'd read it in a novel, something from the Book-of-the-Month Club and therefore both life-enriching and reliable. Probably not Eudora Welty. Maybe Norman

Mailer. Anyway, the men's room didn't smell as fresh as a flower shop, but it didn't reek, either.."Nervous," he said, and howled when one of the paramedics proved to be a

sadist masquerading as an angel of mercy..Worse, to make credible his anguish and to avoid suspicion, he would have to play the devastated widower for at least another

couple weeks, perhaps for as long as a month. As a dedicated follower of the self-improvement advice of Dr. Caesar Zedd, Junior was impatient with those who were ruled

by sentimentality and by the expectations of society, and now he was required to pretend to be one of them-and for an interminable period of time..His waitress was a cutie.

She flirted with him, and he knew he could have her if he wanted..After taking a preliminary statement from Celestina, Bellini left to romance a judge out of bed and obtain a

search warrant for Enoch Cain's residence, having already ordered a stakeout of the Russian Hill apartment. Celestina's description of her assailant was a perfect match for

Cain. Furthermore, the suspect's Mercedes had been abandoned at her place. Bellini sounded confident that they would find and arrest the man soon..Agnes delighted in

their conversations. Barty was far ahead of the language learning curve for his age, but he was still a child, and his observations were filled with innocence and charm. "You

mean your cold is like in your nose but not in your feet?".At last, as the sun slowly set, he arrived at the highest of the high redoubts, beyond which the branches were too

young and too weak to support him farther. Against a sky red enough to delight the most sullen sailors, he rose and stood in a final crook of limbs, pressing his left hand

against a balancing branch, right hand planted cockily on his hip, lord of his domain, having kicked off the trammels of darkness and fashioned from them a ladder..Bolting

up from the couch-"Mom, are you there?"--she turned to Tom, her face collapsing in a ghastly expression..With a sigh, Obadiah differed: "Not clever. Crude. Before my

hands became these great-knuckled lumps, I could have dazzled you.".His daughter, his affliction, his millstone, granddaughter of the boil-giving voodoo Baptist ....The

currents of irrational fear, which bring periodic turbulence to virtually every childhood, didn't disturb the smoothly flowing river of Barty's first three years. He showed no fear

of the doctor or the dentist,.Junior Cain felt as if his heart had been lanced by a needle so thin that the muscle still contracted rhythmically but painfully around it. She did?

She. . . she wrote that?".The guy was carrying a purse, whatever that meant, and when he walked through the door, he had a goofy look on his face, but his expression

changed when he saw Junior.."Two weeks to go. I'm not going to miss that. I've cleared all appointments off my calendar.".just as Sinatra broke into song again, Junior
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thought he heard a footstep on the wood floor of the hallway, and the creak of a board. The music masked the sounds of the visitor's approach if, indeed, he was

approaching..Trying to ignore his phantom toe, which itched furiously, he searched the apartment. He proceeded carefully, determined not to shoot himself in the foot

accidentally this time..Gradually he grew calm. His great frosty exhalations diminished to a diaphanous dribble that evaporated two inches from his lips.."Why should I care

whether you have any peace?" she asked, and she seemed to be listening to a woman other than herself.."-and the under girding of the observation platform itself is

unstable. The whole thing could have fallen down with us on it!".She tried to tell him that he was going to make it, that he would be with her for a long time, that the universe

was not so cruel as to take him at thirty with all their lives ahead of them, but the truth was here to see, and she could not lie to him..Even Barty seemed to be attentive, but

Angel happily applied crayons to a coloring book and hummed softly to herself.."Better. Fear doesn't require him even to seduce a woman or to buy a bottle of whiskey. He

just needs to open himself to it, and he will be filled like a glass under a faucet. As difficult as this may be to comprehend, Cain would choose to be neck-deep in a

bottomless pool of terror, desperately trying to stay afloat, rather than to suffer that unrelieved hollowness. Fear can give shape and meaning to his life, and I intend not

merely to fill him with fear but to drown him in it.".face with one hand, as if pulling off cobwebs. "Did you say you were in my house?"."We want the scary one, 'specially if it

has spiders, Pixie Lee said squeakily but defiantly..As Celestina settled on the sofa with the phone in her lap, hesitating to dial until she worked up a bit more courage,

Angel said to Tom, "So what happened to your face?".Friday, after dinner, when he'd heard enough of Maria's method of fortune-telling to know that four decks were

required, that only every third draw was read, and that aces-especially red aces-were the most propitious cards to receive, Jacob had taken great pleasure in preparing for

Barty the most favorable first eight cards that could possibly be dealt. This was a small gift to cheer Agnes, on whose heart Joey's death weighed as heavily as iron

chains..Easter still lay a few weeks away, but already Celestina had begun decorating more than a hundred baskets, so that nothing would need to be done at the last

minute except add the candy. Her living room was a warren of baskets, ribbons, bows, beads, bangles, shredded cellophane in green and purple and yellow and pink, and

decorative little plush-toy bunnies and baby chicks..When Max answered, Vanadium let out his breath in a whoosh of relief and began talking on the inhalation: "It's me,

Tom, and maybe I've just got a bad case of the heebie-jeebies, but there's something I think you better do, and you better do it right now.".Arriving home, he hesitated to

open the door. He expected to find Vanadium inside..Barty, thirteen years old but listening to books at a postgraduate college level, had no doubt studied leukemia while

they were awaiting the test results, to prepare himself to fully understand the diagnosis on first receiving it. He tried not to look stricken when he heard acute myeloblastic,

which was the worst form of the disease, but he appeared more ghastly in his pretense than if he had revealed his understanding. Had his eyes not been artificial, his

stiff-upper-lip pose would have been utterly unconvincing..Celestina was maneuvered aside as the surgical team began resuscitation procedures. Stunned, she backed

away from the table until she encountered a wall. In southern California, as dawn of this new momentous day looms.His first word after mama was papa, which she taught

him while showing him pictures of Joey. His third word: pie..Cold, wind-driven rain slashed through the missing windows, and voices rose in the street as people ran toward

the Pontiac-thunder in the distance-and on the air was the ozone scent of the storm and the more subtle and more terrible odor of blood, but none of these hard details

could make the moment seem real to Agnes, who, in her deepest nightmares, had never felt more like a dreamer than she felt now..As Junior stood at Seraphim's grave, his

breath smoked from him in the still night air, as though he were a dragon..His first overnight journey, in June of '65, was to La Jolla, north of San Diego. He carried too large

a backpack and wore khaki pants when he should have worn shorts in the summer heat..Kneeling at her side, Junior placed the decorative pillow over her lovely face and

pressed down firmly while Frank Sinatra finished "Hello, Young Lovers," and sang perhaps half of "All or Nothing at All." Victoria never regained consciousness, never had a

chance to struggle.."I sure think so. I think she's everything. I tell her she's the moon and stars. I'm probably spoiling her rotten.".Slow deep breathing forgotten, gasping like

a drowning swimmer, a sudden sweat dripping from his brow, Junior used one foot to prod the fallen man..Finding nothing more of interest in the study, he considered

searching the rest of the house..In August, he developed an interest in meditation. He began with concentrative meditation-the form called meditation "with seed"--in which

you must close your eyes, mentally focus on a visualized object, and clear your mind of all else..Charmed by the vulnerability of the young, he'd never slept with an older

woman. The prospect intrigued him. She would have tricks in her repertoire that younger women were too inexperienced to know..He stood watching until the car cruised

out of sight, and even after it dwindled to a speck and vanished in the distance, he stared at the point in the street where it had last been, stared while a breeze turned

playful, tossing eucalyptus leaves around his feet, stared until at last he turned and began the long walk home.."Well, you ought to be," Grace said, taking her pies out to the

Suburban that Wally had bought solely for this enterprise.."When your hands are bigger," Tom agreed, "I'm sure you could. In fact, one day I'll teach you.".The window didn't

face the street. It overlooked a five-foot-wide passageway between this house and the next. The police might not spot him leaving..In the dark woods of the dream, still the

presence: faceless and silent, radiating a merciless intent..Angel was lying on a towel on the convertible sofa, where Grace had just changed her diaper.."From 1604

through 1610, Erzebet Bathory, sister of the Polish king, with the assistance of her servants, tortured and killed six hundred girls. She bit them, drank their blood, tore their

faces off with tongs, mutilated their private parts, and mocked their screams.".When his search of the desk drawers was only half completed, the telephone rang-not the

usual strident bell, but a modulated electronic brrrrr. He had no intention of answering it..In the tree, the girl grinned. "Even if he stays up there until dawn, he'll still be

coming down in the dark, won't he. Oh, we'll be fine, Aunt Aggie..Far from idiotic, Junior's cause was his survival and salvation, and he committed himself to it with every

fiber of his body, with all of his mind and heart..During the rest of that first year, he walked to Palm Springs and back, a round trip of more than two hundred miles, and north

to Santa Barbara..Sometimes Barty could be fierce in his independence-his mother told him so-and now he rebuffed Angel too sharply. "I don't want to be waited on. I'm not

helpless, you know. I can get sodas myself" By the time he reached the doorway, he felt sorry for his tone, and he looked back toward where the window seat must be.

"Angel?".Grace declined food, but Tom ordered for her, anyway, selecting those things that by now he knew Celestina liked, guessing that the mother's taste had shaped

the daughter's..He thought he heard the soft swoosh of knife-edge wings slicing the January air.  He dared not look up. More in his throat. The agony. Darkness poured into

his head, as if it were blood rising relentlessly from his flooded stomach and esophagus.."That's correct," Parkhurst said. "Probably one or more small blood vessels

ruptured from the extreme violence of the emesis.".THOUGH OTHERS MIGHT see magic in the world, Edom was enthralled only by mechanism: the great destructive
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machine of nature grinding everything to dust. Yet wonder suddenly bloomed in him at the sight of the ace bearing his nephew's name..The purpose of life was

self--fulfillment, per Zedd, and Junior was so rapidly realizing his extraordinary potential that surely he would have pleased his guru.."I'm not a burglar, Mr. Cain. No client

has enough money to make me risk prison. Besides, even if you could steal their files, you would probably discover that the babies' identities are coded, and without the

code, you'd still be nowhere.".The cheerful tides of friends and neighbors, over the years, had washed away nearly all the stains that the dark rage of Agnes's father had

impressed on these rooms. She hoped her brothers might eventually see that hatred and anger are only scars upon a beach, while love is the rolling surf that ceaselessly

smooths the sand..He left the party and stood in the street for a while, taking slow deep breaths, letting the brisk night air clean the pot smoke out of his lungs, slow deep

breaths, suddenly sober in spite of the beer he'd drunk, slow deep breaths, as chilled as a slab of beef in a meat locker, but not because of the cold night..Aware of the

mortician's new edginess, Jacob was convinced that his initial distrust of Panglo was justified. This twitchy little guy seemed to have something to hide. Jacob didn't have to

be a cop to recognize nervousness born of guilt..After following the blacktop fifty feet, Junior headed downhill through the close-cropped grass, between the tombstones. He

switched on his flashlight and trod cautiously, for the ground sloped unevenly and, in places, remained soggy and slippery from the rain..As Nolly hung his raincoat and his

porkpie hat on a rack by the hall door, Kathleen Klerkle appeared in the entrance to the nearest of the two treatment rooms. "Are you ready to suffer?".Bellini assured

Celestina that they didn't expect Enoch Cain to be so brazen as to follow police vehicles and to renew his assault on her at St. Mary's. Nevertheless, he assigned a

uniformed police officer to the hall outside of the waiting room that served friends and family of the patients in the intensive-care unit. And judging by that guard's high level

of vigilance, Bellini had not entirely ruled out the possibility that Cain might show up here to finish what he started in Pacific Heights..Mrs. Cain's little boy felt small, weak,

sorry for himself, and terribly alone. The detective was still here, but his presence only aggravated Junior's sense of isolation..This guy was spooky. Junior was beginning to

think that the detective's unorthodox behavior wasn't a carefully crafted strategy, as it had first seemed, but that Vanadium was a little wacky..Although, to her eyes, the

natural world had an ominous cast this morning, she was also aware of its great beauty. She wanted Barty to store up every magnificent vista, every exquisite detail..At

Thanksgiving dinner, again at the three tables set end to end, in the year of the triple zero, Mary Lampion, now fourteen years old, made an interesting announcement over

the pumpkin pie. In her travels where none but she could go, after seven fascinating years of exploring a fraction of all the infinite worlds, she said she sensed beyond doubt

that, as Barty's mother had told him on her deathbed, there is one special place beyond all the ways things are, one shining place..One of the paramedics had stooped

beside him to press a cool hand against the nape of his neck. Now this man said urgently, "Kenny!.Behind them, two shots roared, and Paul knew that the reverend was no

longer of this world.."Some men," she said, "wouldn't be able to sustain desire when their hands touched my back. I'll understand if you're one of them. It's not beautiful to

the eye, and rough as oak bark to the touch. That's why I brought you here, so you'd know this before you consider where you want to go from ... where we are now."."Who

hired him to hex the ship, fool?".He shook his head. "I think he's evil, not crazy. And stupid in the way that evil often is. Too arrogant and too vain to be aware of his

stupidity-and therefore always tangled up in traps of his own making. But nonetheless dangerous for being stupid. In fact, far more dangerous than a wiser man with a

sense of consequences.".Too much clatter, drawing attention. No leisure for romance now, no chance for a two-sister score. just kill Celestina, kill Bartholomew, and go,

go..She was a duplicitous bitch, too. After coming on to him, after teasing a reaction out of him, she had run off and gossiped about him as though he had instigated the

seduction. Worse, to make herself feel important, she had told the police her skewed version, surely with much colorful embellishment..Anyway, if Celestina escaped, there

would be a witness, and it wouldn't matter to a jury that she was a talentless bitch who painted kitsch. She would have seen Junior get out of the Mercedes and would be

able to provide at least a half-accurate description of the car in spite of the fog. He still hoped to pull this off without having to give up his good life on Russian Hill..He didn't

know what he was looking for. He simply felt empowered to be the one conducting the surveillance for a change.."In addition," Daines said, "her pelvis is small, which would

present problems of delivery even in an ordinary pregnancy. And the muscle fibers in the central canal of her cervix, which ought to be softening in anticipation of labor, are

still tough. I don't believe the cervix will dilate well enough to facilitate birth.".The papermaker withdrew a thick wad of hundred-dollar bills from his envelope and, squinting,

inspected the currency in the flickering light. "I'm leaving now, but you wait until movie's over.".Houses made settling noises all the time. That was one reason why he

couldn't rely much on sound to guide him through the darkness. A noise he thought had been made by the weight of his tread might as easily have been produced by the

house itself as it adjusted to the.The spectral singer didn't exhibit her blood-and-bone sisters' reluctance to pursue her man..Because you can walk in the rain without

getting wet, because you walk in SOME OTHER PLACE, and God knows where that place is or whether YOU COULD GET STUCK THERE somehow, get stuck there AND

NEVER COME BACK, and if you can do this, there's surely other impossible things you can do, and even as smart as you are, you can't know the dangers of doing these

things--nobody could know-and then there are the people who'd be interested in you if they knew you can do this, scientists who'd want to poke at you, and worse than the

scientists, DANGEROUS PEOPLE who would say that national security comes before a mother's rights to her child, PEOPLE WHO MIGHT STEAL YOU  AWAY AND

NEVER LET ME SEE YOU AGAIN, which would be like death to me, because I want You to have a normal, happy life, a good life, and I want to protect you and watch you

grow UP and be the fine man I know you will be, BECAUSE USE I LOVE YOU  MORE THAN ANYTHING, AND YOU'RE SO SWEET, AND YOU DON'T REALIZE HOW

SUDDENLY, HOW HORRIBLY, THINGS CAN GO WRONG..Neddy, dressed for work but overdressed for his own funeral, slumped against the wall, head bowed, chin on

his chest. His pale hands were splayed at his sides, as though he were trying to strike chords from the floor tiles..Vanadium couldn't know the whereabouts of the quarter.

Besides, even when he'd swung the lunch tray over Junior's lap, the detective hadn't been close enough to pick the pocket of the robe..Late Monday afternoon, September

19, Junior returned wearily to his apartment, from another fruitless investigation of a Bartholomew, this one across the bay in Corte Madera. Exhausted by his unending

quest, depressed by lack of success, he sought refuge in meditation..He had come to believe that every well-rounded, self-improved person ought to have a craft at which

he excelled, and needlepoint appealed to him more than either pottery-making or decoupage. For pottery, he would require a potter's wheel and a cumbersome kiln; and

decoupage was too messy, with all the glue and lacquer. By December, he began his first project: a small pillowcase featuring a geometric border surrounding a quote from

Caesar Zedd, "Humility is for losers.".This colored person's grave, however, was uphill of Naomi's. Over time, as the body decomposed up there, its juices would mix with
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the soil. When rain saturated the ground, subsurface drainage would carry those juices steadily downslope, until they seeped into Naomi's grave 'let mingled with her

remains. This seemed highly inappropriate to Junior..The two men detached and rolled up the pleated green skirt that hung from the rectangular frame of the graveyard

winch on which the casket was suspended. Green, rather than black, because Naomi loved nature: Junior had been thoughtful about the details of the service..Short and

slender, Dr. Chan was as self-effacing as a Buddhist monk, as confident and as gracious as a mandarin emperor. His manner was serene, and his effect was tranquility..He

was uncharacteristically restive. His stoic nature, his long learned Jesuit philosophy regarding the acceptance of events as they unfold, and the acquired patience of a

homicide detective were insufficient to prevent frustration from taking root in him. In the more than two months since Enoch Cain vanished, following the murder of

Reverend White, no trace of the killer had been found. Week by week, the slender sapling of frustration had grown into a tree and then into a forest, until Tom began every

morning by looking out through the tightly woven branches of impatience..From time to time, customers had crossed the cocktail lounge to drop folding money into a

fishbowl atop the piano, tips for the musician. A few had requested favorite -tunes..Angel moved her hand to Barty's right eye, and again he didn't twitch with surprise when

her fingers lightly touched his closed and sagging lid. "I won't let you forget.".He knew the sermon, of course. The example of Bartholomew. The theme of chain-reaction in

human lives. The observation that a small kindness can inspire greater and ever-greater kindnesses of which we never learn, in lives distant both in time and space.."All

right. I get my new eyes from a doctor. They're not real eyes, just plastic, to fill in where my eyes used to be.".Junior was impressed and delighted by her clever assumption

of it strictly professional voice and demeanor, which convincingly masked her intense desire. Sweet Victoria was a worthy coconspirator..The cop had picked up the .22

pistol, using a pencil through the trigger guard, to prevent the destruction of fingerprints..Tommy James and the Shondells, good American boys, had a record farther down

the charts-"Hanky Panky"-that Junior felt was better than the Beatles' tune. The failure of his countrymen to support homegrown talent aggravated him. The nation seemed

eager to surrender its culture to foreigners.
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